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PROGRAM NOTICE 
Date: April 9, 2008 
Time: 6:00 p.m. 
Where: Doubletree Guest Suites – Galleria 
5353 Westheimer Road, Houston TX 713-961-9000 
 

An Introduction to Petroleum Geochemistry 
Speaker: Andrew Bishop, Senior Geochemist, Global Frontiers, Shell Internat ional 
Exploration and Production  
 
Petroleum Geochemistry is the little discipline with the big question: where do oil and gas come 
from? This presentation will give a brief introduction to the topic of petroleum geochemistry. 
This will include an overview of how source rocks form and then go on to generate 
hydrocarbons. An example will also be shown of how petroleum geochemistry can be applied 
in frontier exploration. 
 
Road Trip to Region IV Meeting 
By Karol Durham and Judi Adams 
 
Karol: The travel stage going to and returning from our annual Desk and Derrick functions has always 
been quite an adventure for three members from the Houston Club.  It’s become the norm for Pat Cook, 
Judi Adams and Karol Durham to travel together and going to Graham, Texas for our 49th annual 
Region IV Meeting was no exception.  It was a little different this time perhaps as we had an extra 
passenger, my boyfriend Jeff. 
 
We elected to take Pat’s car, as we didn’t want her to have any more broken bones from possibly falling 
while disembarking from Jeff’s truck.  Come to think of it, I’m not sure a stepstool would have been tall 
enough for Judi to make the transition into or out of the truck either….  
  
Now think about the luggage necessary for three women to make a four-day trip.  (You may add just a 
smidgen of things for the guy as if that’s really going to make any difference in the grand scheme of 
things.) Next, think about the size of a Chevy Equinox cargo area.  It’s not bad, but neither is it 
exceptionally large. 
 
Pat parked going up the incline of my driveway and 
it was definitely iffy if all of our luggage would stay 
in place or tumble out like a scene from Laurel and 
Hardy!  We knew when it came time to open the 
back end, we’d better give an all “all clear” signal for 
anyone within range or they were surely going to be 
buried under an avalanche of shoes and bags! 
(cont. page 6)
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Houston Club President’s Newsletter 
 

 
April 2008 
 
Hello fellow members!  Spring is my favorite time of year.  From late March into the first part of 
April when the earth is renewing itself, there is no prettier place to be than here in our great 
state of Texas.  I personally offer many thanks to Lady Bird Johnson for her dedication to 
having our highways strewn with the beautiful wildflowers, in particular my all-time favorite, the 
Texas bluebonnets. 
 
As I write this letter, our 49th annual Region IV Meeting has now come and gone.  
Representing the Houston Club in Graham were Pat Cook, Judi Adams, and myself.  Details of 
the meeting may be found in a separate article.   
 
I will let you know now that Lois Roberts of the Fort Worth Club was elected as 2009 Region 
Director.  Lois is extremely qualified and I’m sure she will do a wonderful job in leading our 
region next year.  I am so proud of our own Judi Adams for putting her name in the running!  
Judi is a wonderful asset to our Club and we’ll be sure to keep her just as busy at the club level 
as she would have been as region director! 
 
I am absolutely thrilled that we will be having two very special items at our monthly 
membership meeting in April.  Laura Davis will be back with us following months of recovery 
from her heart surgery last year!  We will also be honoring one of our members, Ann Mathis, as 
she has reached an incredible milestone in Desk and Derrick! 
 
I received the proposed amendments to the ADDC Bylaws last week just prior to leaving for 
Region Meeting.  There are four (4) proposals this year that will be voted on at Convention this 
fall.  Each proposal is in regard to Region VIII.   We’ll discuss these in detail at one of our 
membership meetings. 
 
The Beaumont Club will be hosting Town Hall later this year.  I’ll provide you with the exact 
details at a future date.   
 
I’m looking forward to seeing everyone at the membership meeting.  Until then, keep up the 
good work on building those bridges of education! 
 

������
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April, 2008 
 

Dear Fellow Members: 
 
With spring comes Regional Meetings and I am looking forward to attending the 
meetings for Region II, IV and V.  We have several regional meetings that are 
scheduled for the same weekend so I can’t make them all this year.  After 
reviewing the registration packets, the regional directors and host clubs have 
done an excellent job in planning educational opportunities for you.  I hope each 
of you is planning to attend your respective Regional Meeting – it will be an 
educational and rewarding experience.  If you are unable to attend, committee 
reports will be posted on the Web site under the Members Only Tab – Regional 
Meeting Committee Reports.    
 
Maureen McClean, Chairman of the Rules Committee, should have the proposed 
amendments to the ADDC Bylaws to your Regional Director prior to the meetings 
which will afford you the opportunity to discuss them at the meeting.  These 
amendments will be voted on at this year’s convention so this is an opportunity 
for you to discuss the pros and cons of the proposed amendments with your 
fellow members. 
 
Christine Wolfe, editor of The Desk and Derrick Journal, is diligently working on 
the first edition which should be mailed in April.  This publication is an excellent 
opportunity for you to share with your fellow employees as well as your employer 
information about the Association. 
 
I know each of the Regional Directors mentioned the tax filing deadline in their 
newsletters but since this is such an important item, I want to reiterate the 
importance of filing this information on time.  If you need any help with filing, 
please contact the appropriate ADDC Tax Exempt Committee Chairman: Star 
Hasse, U.S. or Brian Carter, Canada.   Also, I hope all of you are submitting your 
program reports to the program committee.  Both of these items are important to 
the Association in maintaining a good relationship with our regulatory agencies.   
 
 
 
Until next month -  
 

�������
 

 
 

 
 

Sheryl Minear 
President 

sheryl@wolfepak.com  
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2009 ADDC Committee Volunteer Request 
 
Madam Director and fellow members: 
 
At this time, I would like to offer each of you the opportunity to become an integral part of our 
Association in 2009.  The success of any organization can be measured by effective 
leadership, and what better starting point to develop your leadership abilities at the Association 
level than by volunteering for an ADDC Committee. 
 
I encourage, and even challenge, each of you to evaluate your talents and determine how you 
can best serve our Association in 2009.    The volunteer forms you have received list each 
committee, along with a brief description of the committee opportunities available to you.  If you 
need additional information about the duties of a committee, please contact me. 
 
As a member, I want to thank those of you who have served on a committee in the past.  As a 
volunteer, you added to the success of that committee’s endeavors, and both the ADDC 
Standing Committees and Special Committees help in the coordination of the Association’s 
purpose.  I especially encourage you to take one more step up the leadership ladder, and 
volunteer as a committee chairman. 
 
Reginia Garner 
2008 President-Elect 
 
(See President Karol Durham for copies of the volunteer form.) 
 
The price of Gas versus …  
 
This does NOT imply that gasoline is cheap; it just illustrates how outrageous some prices are  
compared to gasoline....  
 

· Diet Snapple 16 oz $1.29 ... $10.32 per gallon 

· Lipton Ice Tea 16 oz $1.19 ..........$9.52 per gallon 

· Gatorade 20 oz $1.59 ..... $10.17 per gallon 

· Ocean Spray 16 oz $1.25 ......... $10.00 per gallon 

· Brake Fluid 12 oz $3.15 ...... $33.60 per gallon 

· Vick's Nyquil 6 oz $8.35 ... $178.13 per gallon 

· Pepto Bismol 4 oz $3.85 .. $123.20 per gallon 

· Whiteout 7 oz $1.39 ....... . $25.42 per gallon 

· Scope 1.5 oz $0.99 .....$84.48 per gallon  
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Region IV Director’s Newsletter 

 

Melinda Montgomery 
Region IV Director 

 

Greystone Oil & Gas LLP 

832-333-4004 (O) 

281-367-2548 (H) 

281-413-8544 (C) 

 

melinda.montgomery@greystone.bz 

 

 
 

April 2008 
 
“Life isn’t about finding yourself, it is about creating yourself.” 
 
By the time most read this letter, the Region IV meeting will have 
already taken place.  But for me as I’m writing this letter in the middle of 
March, my head is spinning from the list of items that still need to be 
completed.  But I have no doubt in saying that the Region meeting will serve as a wonderful 
memory for me.  It has offered me the opportunity to meet new challenges and think outside 
the box.  It’s been about creating something within myself that I didn’t know I could handle.  I 
hope for each of you who attended the meeting that you came away with that same feeling of 
learning something new.  We owe the members of the Graham Club a great big “Thank You” 
for doing such a wonderful job serving as our hosts.  Stay tuned until next month to learn more 
news from the Region meeting. 
 
In the meantime, I wanted to share with you what some of your fellow Region members 
accomplished during “Desk and Derrick Awareness” month. 
 
The Fort Worth club took the month of March to really promote Desk and Derrick.  They were 
involved in two separate events that helped to spread the word.  The first was a joint social 
event with other professional organizations such as the Geological Society and Petroleum 
Landman.  They got to have fun while at the same time have the opportunity to network and 
“talk up” the industry.  The second event was the Barnett Shale Expo where they volunteered 
time in a booth. 
 
The Victoria Club also took that extra step.  They mailed out personal invitations to 45 area 
companies inviting their employees to attend their monthly orientation meeting. 
 
All it takes is just one new contact, one new member, and you’re one step closer to making 
D&D’s future brighter.  Don’t rely on the same paths you’ve been traveling.  Think outside the 
box and create new paths in your club’s area to promote D&D and the industry.  Thanks to 
both clubs and their Presidents for keeping the momentum going during the month of March. 
 
Here’s your “to do” list: 

· Forms TAXE1 filed with ADDC and copies of IRS form 990 or 990N (the new e-
postcard) are due by May 15th.  Don’t wait until the last minute.  Have your Treasurers 
begin to prepare the reports now and get them in early.  These filings are a 
REQUIREMENT for all clubs within ADDC.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Chairman Star Hasse with the Dallas Club. 

· Watch the 20th mailing for registration information for the 2008 Convention in Midland.  
It’s in our own backyard so let’s have a good turnout again this year. 

 
Until next month, remember you’re never too old to create something new about yourself, 
 

��������
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Road Trip to Region IV Meeting (continued) 
 
We got a fairly early start on what normally would have been roughly a 5-hour trip to Graham.  The first stop came 
within the first hour, or was that within the first 30 minutes?  After all, breakfast IS the most important meal of the 
day!  That and we really wanted to give Judi a break from trying to get to know the intimate workings of 
programming a GPS!  Following additional stops for gas, lunch, and Wal-Mart we eventually made it to Graham in 
about 8 hours. 
  
Judi: Not to be outsmarted by a darn electronic gadget, I eventually plugged in an address that the GPS would 
accept and we headed off. Unfortunately, we detoured off the recommended route for a rest stop and got 
redirected up Hwy 199 to 380, approaching Graham from a different direction. Still, we found the meeting site and 
hotel in plenty of time for Pat to get set up for her 6:00 p.m. seminar. 
  
I also had just enough time to check in at the other hotel – Wildcatter Ranch – and hook up w/ roommate Sheryl 
Minear to attend the seminar. Almost 60 members were gathered to hear Pat’s answers to the questions gathered 
throughout the region – learning about Desk and Derrick in a conversational setting. Afterwards, it was back to the 
hotels for unpacking and visiting. Karol shared a room w/ Sharon Hlavinka, Tyler Club, down the path from 
Sheryl’s and my room.  Field trips were scheduled for Friday morning and we wanted to be refreshed and ready 
for the early departures so there was little activity between the rooms that night. 
  

The field trips included a demonstration of how a down-hole pump is assembled and the different types and uses 
of packers. We returned to the hotel for a quick lunch 
then it was off to a seminar and then to the President’s 
Meeting where RD Melinda Montgomery and the 
presidents discussed business that would be handled 
at the meeting on Saturday. Immediately following that, 
we headed to the pavilion for a delicious dinner of 
fajitas and fixings; Candis Wells moderated over the 
Mentoring program and First Timers introductions. 
After that, the crowd was entertained by a local 
musician whose guitar skills had them tapping their 
feet and calling out requests. Our crew headed back to 
the ranch rooms for a little more intimate gathering with 
our own guitar player – Karol’s seminar speaker. We 
sang (badly at some points) for a good while, until the 
roommates started putting on pajamas. Seemed that 
Karol and Sharon’s room had been put on the evening 
tour – 30 or 40 members came through to see the unique décor!  

Karol:  We were up bright and early Saturday morning to attend the business meeting at the American Legion Hall 
in town.  Graham is not a big place so our functions were spread throughout the city.  This in and of itself was not 
a problem.  A minimum of restroom capacity for 100 plus women was another story, however!  The business 
meeting went smoothly, and our Region Director, Melinda Montgomery, kept us on schedule. 

Following the business meeting we struck out for yet more parts unknown for lunch.  Upon arrival at the Graham 
Country Club we were in for even more restroom woes!  How many can state that they’ve actually been 
chauffeured to the “facilities” in a golf cart?!?!?  Needless to say, we improvised and adapted!  Then it was back to 
the ranch for a bit of R&R before having to “gussie up” for the evening banquet. 

Judi: The banquet theme was magic – and the mood was lovely! Table centerpieces of top hats with doves, 
rabbits, and hands holding cards decorated the room. We were all dressed up and ready to enjoy a lovely evening 
to close out the Region IV Meeting. Following a slew of photographic moments, including the official 
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photographer’s group and solo shots, RD Melinda presided professionally and elegantly over the grand finale, 
recognizing the many members of Region IV that made the meeting such a success. Congratulations to Lois 
Roberts, Fort Worth Club, the 2009 Region IV Director. 

After a delicious dinner and chocolate mousse dessert, we were entertained and informed by the guest speaker 
who told us tales of the history of Graham and Young County, including a nine-minute video of a blow-out of a 
nearby well. 

When we got back to the ranch, we started packing so we could get an early start (again) for the trip back home. 
Even though we had little opportunity for shopping, we still had a good bit more “stuff” to get in the back of Pat’s 
vehicle than when we started out on Thursday.  

Check out at the hotel was inconsequential – except for a last-minute shopping spree for the ranch’s famous 
brisket and some little stuffed bulls. We did a bit of “moo-ning” on the way home! We also stopped at McDonald’s 
for a quick breakfast and rest stop before heading back in earnest – we wanted to get home early!! Centerville and 
Woody’s BBQ beckoned as we approached the lunch hour – so a quick detour was in order. We enjoyed delicious 
chopped beef sandwiches with the standard fixings – and picked up some goodies to go (like Habanero garlic, 
caramel corn, and cookies). Shortly thereafter, we made one last quick stop for fuel - and a Wendy’s Frosty fix - 
but this was a short stop and we were in the home stretch. 

Did anyone mention that we were enjoying each other’s company? Well we were! We laughed, joked, told tales, 
and laughed some more! At one point, Pat was laughing so hard, she said we had to stop or she’d have to pull off 
the road.  

We made it safely back to Houston, dropped off Karol and Jeff, being very cautious when opening the back. The 
possibility of avalanche was higher than when we left, despite Pat being parked with the rear of the car heading up 
the driveway slope. By 3:00 Sunday, we were all home – getting welcome home greetings from our family and 
dogs and probably all taking well-deserved naps! 

Singing and shopping, report reading and listening, seminar and field trip presentations, business and pleasure – 
these were all part of the 2008 Region IV Meeting. We wish you could have been there with us!  

 

March Program Review 
by Judi Adams 

March is Desk and Derrick Awareness Month – and the Houston Club recognized this by conducting an 
educational and fun D&D Jeopardy © program. Emcee Judi presented a game board with five 
categories and five answers per category to the eager contestants, Karol, Angela, and Valanta. Judge 
Barbara kept score and tried to keep the game square, but there was a bit of coaching from the 
audience and between the contestants (it was all in fun, though!). The categories of ADDC, Region, 
Club, Bylaws, and Potpourri covered many areas of information.  The contestants were given the 
answers, but then THEY had to ask the questions.  

Examples include:  
Answer: According to ADDC Bylaws – Article XIII – Voting, this person represents each club at 
Convention. 
Question: What is the official delegate? 
Answer: The Catline 
Question: What is the official publication of the Houston Club, distributed monthly to its members? 
 
The D&D Double turned the tide for our contestants – points were quickly increased as the game 
neared its conclusion. Angela won and received a glamorous car (okay, so it was three inches long!) as 
her grand prize. We had fun and we learned about Desk and Derrick at the March meeting. 
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The Catline is the official publication of  
The Desk and Derrick Club of Houston. 
Volume 57 Issue 3               March 2008 
 

  
President:  

Karol Durham 
kdurham@hess.com 

 
Editor:  

Judi Adams 
judi.adams@shell.com 

 
 
 
 

The Catline is published by The Desk and 
Derrick Club of Houston to provide ADDC, 
D&D, and energy and allied industries 
information to its members. 
 
Byline and credited articles represent the views 
of the authors. Publication neither implies 
approval of the opinions nor accuracy of any 
statements.  

 
 
 

Association of Desk and Derrick Clubs 
Association Distribution Office  
5153 E 51st St., Ste. 107 
Tulsa, OK 74135 
 
Office hours: 
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. CST  
Office: (918) 622-1749 
Fax: (918) 622-1675 
 e-mail: adotulsa@swbell.net 
 Web: www.addc.org   
   

 
 
 

The Desk and Derrick Club of Houston 
2008 Board of Directors 

President   Karol Durham 
Vice President   Pat Cook 
Secretary    Alex Traxler 
Treasurer    Joel Battle 
Director    Patrice Kight 
Director    Kelley Sebesta 
Imm. Past President   Marie Wilkinson 
Parliamentarian  Barbara Landrum 
 

Committee Chairmen 
Audit/Tally   Judy Turner  
Contact    Angela Hicks  
Education   Judy Turner 
Membership   LaDonna Hunsinger  
Nominating   Judy Lile 
Photography   Hedwiga Weatherford 
Program   Pat Cook  
Public Relations   Barbara Landrum
 Publications   Judi Adams 
 Rules    Donna Altomari 
 Social     Nina Reyes 
  Special Committees 
History    Barbara Landrum 
2010 Convention  Pat Cook 
     
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

57th ANNUAL ADDC CONVENTION  
September 14 - 20, 2008 
Midland, Texas  
Hosted by the  
Desk and Derrick Clubs of Region V  
 
Region IV Townhall 
August 2, 2008 (tentative) 
Beaumont, Texas 
 

Deadline for May Catline: 
May 5, 2008 


